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#3 Early Stirrings of Reformation



* What time does sunrise 
come this time of year? 

* What object do you see in the 
eastern sky before sunrise?



VENUS - MORNING STAR 

Second closest to sun 

2.5 hr. before sunrise 



Two “Morning Stars” of the Reformation



Early reformers who plowed the ground so it was ready for later 
planting of seeds…



Desiderius Erasmus

John Wycliffe



John Wycliffe

1324-1384

English theologian, lay preacher, translator, 
reformer, university teacher.

Lollards
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Became Doctor 
of Theology, giving 

lectures

1324



Parish priest at St. Mary’s parish, Lutterworth





Early opponent of 
papal authority 

influencing secular 
power…



Englishmen 
had to pay 
monetary 

tributes to a 
papacy 

residing in 
France (The 

Avignon 
Papacy)



Wycliffe’s beliefs
Called for 

secularization of 
church lands in 

England - 18 
thesis



I issued a 
bull against 

Wycliffe and his 
18 thesis.  His 
teachings are 

dangerous. 
Oxford should 

get rid of 
him.



John de Wycliffe, rector 
of the church of 
Lutterworth has fallen 
into such a detestable 
madness that he does 
not hesitate to 
dogmatize and publicly 
preach, or rather vomit 
forth from the recesses 
of his breast, certain 
propositions and 
conclusions which are 
erroneous and false. He 
has cast himself also 
into the depravity of 
preaching heretical 
dogmas … He has 
polluted certain of the 
faithful … and led them 
… to the brink of 
perdition…  We 
command your 
University … to arrest 
the said John.



Summoned to appear  before 
leading bishops at Lambeth

I’m a fan of Wycliffe. 
I’m Joan of Kent, mother 

of the King.



Refuses to 
be silenced 

finding the PEN is 
more  powerful 

than the 
TONGUE

Christ, not the 
Pope, is head of 

the church.

Equates 
the Pope 
with the 

Antichrist

Not 
Avignon …

God is  
everywhere



Christ taught the people in 
the language that was best known to 
them… Why should people today not 

do the same?



Teachings of 
Wycliffe threatened 

current church 
orthodoxy

Some clergy 
railed against 

him: 
“The jewel of 
the clergy has 
become the 

toy of the 
laity.”



Translated from Latin Vulgate into vernacular 
English 

Mt., Mk., Lk., Jn. —-HANDWRITTEN - 1380……



Lollards = mumblers (Dutch) 
Lollards = darnel weeds (Latin)

“Every 
second man you meet is 

a Lollard.”

“poor priests” distributed Bibles  
and read and taught from this English Bible



William Thorpe, friend of 
John Wycliffe 

“I indeed clove to 
none closer than to 
him, the wisest and 
most blessed of all 
men whom I have 

ever found.”



THEOLOGICAL 
CONTROVERSY



WYCLIFFE 
CHALLENGED 

THIS 
DOCTRINE



Makeup of the 
church

Merits for 
indulgences, 

penance, 
pilgrimages, and 

confession



Ordered to appear @ Oxford synod in 1382





Returned to his parish. 
Within 2 yrs. died of stroke 

on last day of year 
1384.



“That instrument of the devil, that enemy of the church, that author 
of confusion to the common people, that image of hypocrites, that 
idol of heretics, that author of schism, that sower of hatred, that 
coiner of lies, being struck with the horrible judgment of God, was 
smitten with palsy and continued to live till St. Sylvester’s Day in 
which he breathed out his malicious spirit into the abodes of 
darkness.”

Roman Catholic 
leader at his death.



After his death 
the Lollards 

carried on his 
ideas as an 

underground 
movement.



Council of Constance 29 yrs. later declared Wycliffe 
“stiff-necked heretic” : May 4, 1415





ISIS burns hundreds of Christian books in Mosul in its latest 
attempt to wipe the religion from civilization 







https://youtu.be/FE3xnhd_Pls

https://youtu.be/FE3xnhd_Pls




Desiderius Erasmus 
1466 (69) to 1536



illegitimate son of an unwed 
teenager and an immoral 

priest in Rotterdam

SURPRISE !!
WHO DID HE TURN INTO?



Dutch humorist, 
scholar, priest, 

satirist, & 
theologian. 

“The crowning 
glory of the 

Christian 
humanists.”



School teachers were 
Brothers of the 
Common Life 

Orphaned when 
parents died in the 

plague 

University of Paris 

Became independent 
writer and teacher in 
Italy and Switzerland



“Whose 
successor is this? 
Julius Caesar’s or 

Jesus Christ?”

Pope Julius II riding into Bologna



Objected to 
abuses in church & 

wanted to reform it from 
within. Wrote a number of 

books placed on Pope’s 
Index of Prohibited 

books…







On Freedom of the Will 
Ecclesiastes: On the Art of Preaching



Most famous work of 
Erasmus  

Greek New Testament

TEXTUS 
RECEPTUS 

1516



“Would that these were 
translated into each and 
every language. Would 

that the farmer might sing 
snatches of Scripture at his 

plough and that the 
weaver might hum 

phrases of Scripture to the 
tune of his shuttle, that the 
traveler might lighten with 
stories from Scripture the 
weariness of his journey.”



How did Erasmus end 
up 

 influencing the heroes 
of the Reformation?



Zwingli

Erasmus 
is “The greatest 
philosopher and 

theologian.” 
I read his books every 

night before 
retiring.



Martin Bucer

Erasmus is “the 
father of the 

Reformation.”





Elector Frederick asked Erasmus  
what he thought of Luther…

Luther has committed two great faults; he has attacked the 
crown of the pope and the bellies of the monks…. The 
cause of all this dispute is the hatred of the monks toward 
learning, and the fear they have of seeing their tyranny 
destroyed. What weapons are they using against Luther? 
— clamor, cabals, hatred and libels. The more virtuous a 
man is, and the greater his attachment to the gospel, the 
less he is opposed to Luther, The severity of the bull has 
aroused the indignation of all good men, and no one can 
recognize in it the gentleness of a vicar of Christ. Two only, 
out of all the universities, have condemned Luther, and 
they have only condemned him, not proven him wrong. 
The world is searching for evangelical truth, let us beware 
of setting up a blamable opposition.” 



Erasmus died suddenly from an attack of dysentery in Basel in 1536



Erasmus buried here in Basel 





Thank you Lord, for Wycliffe and Erasmus



NEXT TIME…..JAN HUS 


