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1415 Council of Constance



Condemned Jan Hus



“would die with gladness… in the truth of the gospel.”







HERETIC



“In a hundred years God 
will raise up a man whose calls 

for reforms cannot be 
suppressed.”



Castle Church in Wittenberg, October 31, 1517

102 
years later













LUTHER’S PULPIT 

LUTHER’S TOMB



GUESS WHAT I 
BOUGHT IN THE SHOP?



MARTIN 
HIT THE NAIL ON 

THE HEAD 
95 TIMES



BACKGOUND ON 
THE MONK WITH A MALLET



WHY DID LUTHER 
NAIL THIS NOTICE 
ON THE CHURCH 

DOOR? 

* bulletin board 

* stimulate discussion 

*  copy sent with cover     
letter to Archbishop 
Albert



Sale of indulgences



I need 
money to 
build this.





Castle Church, Wittenberg, Germany

20,000 
relics



Castle Church, Wittenberg, Germany

I’ll show you part of the cloud 
from the ascension !



TETZEL - 
People 
bought 

them out of 
town, 

returned to 
Wittenburg, 

showed 
Luther



Luther taught here: 
disturbed that some were using indulgence certificates as licenses to sin!





LUTHER 
REFERS TO 

POPE 
OVER 30X



Latin, not German! 



WHAT WAS RESULT 
OF NAILING? 



WHAT WAS RESULT 
OF NAILING? 

Someone had 95 
thesis translated, 

printed, and widely 
distributed. Within 
month just about all 
of Germany had read 
them and then spread 

to rest of Europe.



WHERE DID 
LUTHER COME 

FROM? 

Out of a 
thunderstorm!





Parents wanted 
him to be lawyer

Sent to 
boarding 

school @ age 14

Age 18 entered 
University of Erfurt





“Saint Anne 
help me! I will 

become a 
monk.”



DRAMATIC 
CHANGE

Law 
career

Monk in 
monastery









I want 
you to 

take a trip 
down to 
Rome…



Had to hike across the Alps,  
heading to Rome…



LUTHER WAS DISAPPOINTED AT WHAT HE SAW HERE





LUTHER DISILLUSIONED 
• Luxury in which cardinals lived 
• Immoral behavior of clergy 
• Pilgrimage visiting 7 churches in one day



Crawled up steps in Palace of Pilate — Lord’s Prayer



Luther’s tower experience in Wittenberg 

1513

Invited to teach at University in this town



Asked to teach 
book of Romans







“Finally God showed me mercy. After 
wracking my brain for days, I 
suddenly noticed the correlation of 
the word in the verse: “For in the 
righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, 
‘The righteous shall live by faith.’ At 
that point I began to understand the 
righteousness of God: namely, that 
the person who is justified because of 
a gift of God lives by it and in fact by 
faith.” At that point I felt as if I were 
completely born again. I felt like I had 
stepped through an open gate into 
paradise. Suddenly, all of Scripture 
opened itself up to me seamlessly in 
a brand-new light.”



Within 4 
years of tower 

experience 
picked up a 
mallet ……



APPLICATION

We should recognize the importance of moments 
where we cross a line and find there’s  

no turning back.



#1

Luther crossed a line 
when in a lightning storm 

he made a vow to 
become a monk. 

Be careful of the vows 
you make! God can use 
unexpected events to 
attract our attention.



#2

Luther crossed a line when he crossed 
the Alps and visited Rome. 

Sometimes the trips we make can be life-changing!  
Travel can open us up to new perspectives.



#3

Luther crossed a line when he 
dug into the truths of Scripture 

in Romans and entered the 
tower in Wittenberg 



“The Bible is a 
remarkable 

fountain: the more 
one draws and drinks 

of it, the more it 
stimulates 

thirst.”



#4

Luther crossed 
a line when he 
nailed the 95 
Thesis to the 

door. 

Making our 
convictions 

known 
publicly can 
be costly!



“We’re pleased to provide the 
cathedral for you to use for your 

meeting. Please don’t nail anything to the 
doors this time.”



Be open to 
turning points in 
which the Lord 

chooses to use you 
in unexpected 

ways!

Could the Lord have  
some surprises coming for you?



We’ll be back 
next week to 
explore the 
rest of the 

story of 
Martin Luther.




